MSSM Soft Goods Agreement


Many musculoskeletal conditions require braces or supports for optimal recovery.  Resting an injured body part, immobilizing a joint, or protecting an acutely injured location can speed return to play.  Braces may also be used to correct problems (such as supports for pronated feet) or to prevent injury during sport participation.


Government regulations (Medicare rules and Stark legislation) prohibit Mid-State Sports Medicine (MSSM) from selling such braces and supports directly to patients.  Instead, an independent vendor must provide such equipment.  MSSM is prohibited by law from receiving any profit from the sale of braces/supports.  Furthermore, vendors who supply braces generally must charge patients based upon a set fee schedule.


Many soft goods can be considered an “optional” part of treatment; however, it is strongly recommended that the patient obtain any such devices prescribed by Dr. Williams.  In order to provide our patients with the most efficient means of obtaining such items, and to insure that the proper device is obtained, MSSM has made arrangements with a vendor who sells braces and supports from the MSSM office.  Please remember that the patient is free to choose any provider for such braces/supports.  The vendor in our office will take responsibility for checking for payment/co-payment regulations (some insurance companies will not pay for such equipment), and will bill the insurance/patient and make all collections related to such items.  In general, once items are sold and taken from the MSSM office, they cannot be returned, although defective equipment will generally be replaced or fees refunded (unless otherwise stated).


MSSM is here to help patients recover from sports medicine injuries.  We apologize in advance for any dissatisfaction our patients may have with respect to any braces/supports etc.  Please let us know if you are unhappy, and we will pass the message along.  

Acknowledgement:

I understand that Dr. Williams/Dr. Cates has prescribed orthopedic soft goods as a part of my treatment program.  These items are provided as a convenience to the patient by a vendor who stocks the items at MSSM and bills the patient separately from the charges for services rendered by Dr. Williams/Dr. Cates.  I also understand that insurance and demographic information will be released to the vendor if I accept any item(s).  Mid-State Sports Medicine is neither liable nor responsible in any way for any problems resulting from the purchase and use of supports/braces provided by the vendor.  

____________________________________


________________

Signature of patient or legal representative


Date 

